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Letters to the editor

More on fireflow tax

Prolific letter-writer Steve
Cohn continues to tilt at the
windmill of the fireflow tax
rate. (Lamorinda Weekly
Aug. 4,2021.) He continues to
argue that Moraga residents
are not paying their fair
share, even though their rate
is the same as Orinda’s. What
he lacks in analysis, he ob-
scures with a dizzying and
dazzling presentation of
numbers. But the basic flaw
in his analysis continues to be
this incorrect assumption: “it
is not unreasonable to assume
that the cost to provide ser-
vice to Moraga is 47% of the ...
property tax revenue....” The
47% figure is based on the
percentage of firefighters sta-
tioned in Moraga and the per-
centage of the total population
served in Moraga and
Canyon.

But if firefighters sta-
tioned in one city only served
that city, there would be no
reason for a multiple-city dis-
trict. If a fire station located
in Moraga is closer to a fire in
Orinda than a fire station lo-
cated in Orinda, the Moraga
station will respond. The

whole point of a unified Dis-
trict was to ignore the line
separating Orinda from Mor-
aga. Moreover, one could
posit many reasons why
Orinda should pay more:
higher assessed and market
valuation; higher risk due to
being closer to likely source of
wildfire (the northeast);
Orinda having a 12% greater
population; among other
reasons.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Photo book for Kenny

Like many of you, I am heart-
broken that Moraga Garden
Center is closing. In celebrat-
ing Kenny’s 40+ years of
work, I am working to create
a photo book for Kenny, with
your help. I would like to
photograph plants that were
purchased from the Moraga
Garden Center and which are
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now thriving in your garden.
If there is a story to go along
with the plant(s), I will also
try to feature it in the book.
The first copy will be for
Kenny. If it makes financial
sense, I will make a limited
run book and proceeds from
the sale will be given to Kenny
and his wife.

If you would like to share
your story and would like me
to photograph your plant for
the book, please contact me
via email at moragagarden-
centerphoto@gmail.com. My
background is in fine arts and
I am a photography professor
at Santa Clara University.

I am looking forward to
hearing from you.

Takeshi Moro
(Submitted by Sandy Burgess,
Moraga)
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letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, PO.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

45th Anniversary of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail celebrated

Founders celebrate the 45th anniversary of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail with EBRPD directors.

By Sora O’Doherty

The East Bay Regional Park
District on Aug. 5 celebrated
the 45th anniversary of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail, one of the first rails-to-
trails projects in California,
and to unveil a permanent
information panel at the site
of the original Trail’s dedica-
tion that occurred on July 4,
1976. The celebration also
honored the founders of the
trail, who spoke at the event.

Many speakers honored
the trail, including represen-
tatives of Congressman Mark
DeSaulnier and Supervisor
Candace Andersen, EBRPD
President Dee Rosario, Don
Goode from the original trails
committee, and Jerry Kent,
retired EBRPD Director. Fol-
lowing the unveiling, EBRPD
sponsored an ice cream social
for all in attendance, as well
as trail users who happened
to pass by.

The 7.7-mile linear park,
now an integral part of daily
life in Lamorinda, was con-
ceived by two young women
many years ago. Founder
Lynn Hiden told the audience
that Barbara Grigg had
thought of the trail idea about
a decade before she became
involved. Grigg was looking
for a safe route to school for
her child at the time. As the
idea percolated, the town of
Moraga and the East Bay Re-
gional Park District became
involved, and there was a
grant to build bridges over
the creeks crossed by the trail
route.

The other trail founder,
Avon Wilson, attributed the
success of the project to “two
PTA ladies who were able to
persist.” Wilson had moved
to Reliez Valley Road with two
small children, and was hor-
rified by the traffic along the
route to the school bus stop.
“With Lynn,” she said, they
found a way. “Lynn would

have called God,” she added,
“if it were important to do
so.” Hiden did all the work
on the layout of the trail, Wil-
son said, while she did all the
cost figures. They went to the
Lafayette City Council “in our
short skirts and bouffant
hair.” One of the council
members asked, “Did you
write this yourself girls?” The
project was the result of a lot
of citizen caring and support,
she said. “Moving to
Lafayette 50 years ago was
the best thing that ever hap-
pened to me,” she concluded,
“and you are part of it.”

George Fisher, the chair
of the advisory committee,
worked for five years on the
planning and environmental
documents that needed to be
prepared. Ed Chu worked on
the landscaping, and Moraga
Mayor Mike McCluer talked
about how the trail came to
be extended to Moraga. The
whole idea, he noted, is a re-
gional spine connecting to the
27.7 mile Iron Horse Trail,
formerly used by trains, that
runs from Pleasanton to Con-
cord.

McCluer said that his
family has used the trail for
over 30 years, and that it has
been one of the mainstays of
the community during the
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pandemic, providing a sense
of normality and access to the
health benefits of interacting
with nature. Lafayette Mayor
Susan Candell called the trail
a lifeline through Lafayette
dedicated to extending access
to the city.

Assemblymember Re-
becca Bauer-Kahan said that
the trail showed that “when
women step up and lead,
great things happen.” She
added that the value of the
trail is that it shows how to
get people out of their cars, to

- reduce our carbon footprint,

and provide safe routes to
schools as well. She praised
EBRPD as great stewards of
the land.

The Lafayette-Moraga
trail parallels St. Mary's Road
through Lafayette and Mor-
aga. It is intended for hiking,
bicycling, and equestrian use.
According to the EBRPD web-
site, the trail was once used
by mule trains to carry red-
wood from Oakland to Sacra-
mento. Later, when the mule
trains had passed into history,
the lumber was carried by
steam trains, including the
Oakland-Antioch and Eastern
Railroad, the San Francisco-
Sacramento, and the Sacra-
mento Northern, for which
the easement was historically
named.

The website also de-
scribes the trail: “The north
end of the trail begins at a
staging area at Olympic
Boulevard and Pleasant Hill
Road in Lafayette, south of
Highway 24, and ends at East
Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict's (EBMUD) Valle Vista
staging area at the outskirts
of Moraga, bordering San Le-
andro Reservoir and Rein-
hardt Redwood Regional
Park. (A permit is required to
hike in EBMUD lands; call
(510) 287-0469.) The trail
makes connections to a vari-
ety of schools (including Saint
Mary's College), regional
trails (Briones-to-Las Tram-
pas), local parks (Moraga
Commons), and commercial
areas in downtown Moraga.”
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Host your next event
at Orinda Masonic Center

Perfect for receptions, meetings, classes, and

all types of gatherings. We offer discounted rates for
local and civic organizations.

Call us today at 925-254-5211
Or go to rentorindalodge.com to inquire.
See you soon!
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All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

pixtig furnsture, SEEng up kichen, srgaainiag ciebels. Capbodits and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Outstanding hefip@carelreamoves.nel
Woman-0wned Small Business Wi crefreamawes. net

LIVING TRUST
*895

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until September 29, 2021

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance
Law Offices of

Lauren Smykowski

* Transfer of Real Property
» Advanced Health Care Directive

INITIAL

CONSULTATION Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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